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LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
MEETING FOR BUSINESS. 
Queen Street Chapel. 
(Continued from pageei79.) 


REV. DR. COLLYER. 


With feelings which absolutely overpower 
me at the present moment, I rise after my 
venerable and esteemed friend and father, to 
second the Resolution that has been proposed 
toyou. There is in the Report itself, in the 
extent of Missionary labours, in the changes 
which have taken place in the affairs of the 
Society, in the predominance of the goodness 
and pewer of Providence amidst all those 
changes, something that excites feclings nei- 
ther to be expressed nor repressed. 

I need not enter into the grandeur of mis- 
sionary objects, nor into arguments in support 
of missionary labours. This has already been 
done with an effect not to be augmented. 

When I was listening to the statement of 

yesterday morning, it appeared to me as 
though the four quarters of the world had lent 
their assistance in pleading that cause in 
which all the world is interested. As though 
ihe East had given her imagination, the West 
her classic eloquence, the North her cool and 

discriminating judgment, and the South that 
ardent fire of heart, which we beliold burning 
at a distance, but w hich we cannot enkindle in 
our own bosoms. 

I pass on from this topic, to one thing which 
has always appeared to me the rallving point 
of the Missionary Society ; and which | am 
persuaded will be her salvation as a Soe iety, 
so long as God himself takes an interest in his 
own cause ; and thatis the great principle of 
union upon which she is founded; and | ho- 
nour her for it, for she is the origin, in the pre- 
sent day, of this principle, in its application 
io Society : she has had many sons and daugh- 
ters since, but like Jerusalem, ‘ she is the mo- 
ther of them ail.” I-can remember when she 
bore the peltings of twelve years, for that very 
spirit and principle whieh now excites ali the 
religious world to emulation: when we were 
told of the incongruous materials with which 
we were building the temple, that there could 
be no cement to ‘keep them togetlier ; that the 
foundation was laid too wide, that there would 
be no means of carrying on the building. 
These were dreams of men wise in their own 
conceits, who had forgotten that Word which 
lays the foundation of al] true religion in 
Love ; and love is a principle thet will not 
fail to assemble around itseli all denomina- 
tions, and all parties, in owe common bond 
oi union, and one common field of co opera- 
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tion. Now suppose the Missionary Society 
had listened to these suggestions, instead of 
assembling in this spacious place of worship 
to day, which belougs to another denomina- 
tion, we might have been meeting in an up- 
per chamber ; or have found the smallest of 
our places of w orship large enough in which 
to have met for a cause conducted on such a 
scale: but the Missionary Society believed 
the prophecies of God rather than the predic- 
tions of men: it dared to believe that the last 
prayer of Jesus should be answered: ‘ that 
they all may be one:’ they believed also 
what he said when he told the Jews, who 
wanted to act in this seetariag spirit, ‘ Other 
sheep have 1, whieh are not of this fold; them 
also [ must bring, and they shall bear my 
Voice, and,’ what then? shall they be 
divided? No, but— they shall be one fold, 
and oue Shepherd.’ TI congratulate the Mis- 
sionary Society on this spirit, because it is the 
only spirit worthy of the cause in which she 
isembarked. It would be a bad example to 
our missionaries, and present a miserable 
spectacle to the heathen, if we were sending 
to them a Bible that speaks harmony, while 
we ourselves were torn asunder in endless 
divisions. We ‘compromise no principle in 
this union: no man is here invited to come 
to be a Churcliman, orto come to be a Dis- 
senter; but every man is called upon asa 
lover of the Gospel, eg a follower of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, to 2our in the common 
work; and if another spirit—a spirit distinet 
from this bad obtained, and like unruly 
and fretful children, we had chosen to walk 
alone, we might have been digging, planting, 

and w atering a little corner of our own land, 
or a foreign iand, instead of throw ing the seed 
of lite over the desolated face of nature, so 
that now ‘ the wilderness and the solitary 
place are glad because of them, and the desert 
springs and blossoms like the rose.’ I ad- 

mire the “ Pye heeause it is the pledge of suc- 
cess to the missionary cause. | remember 
the glorious prayer which the Apostle put up 
when he said, ‘ Now the God of peace be 
with von all; end [ admire this spirit be- 
cause if is the representation snd symbol, the 
foretaste of that whichoshall teke place on 
the face of the whoie earth, wheu all the 
churches of the Son of God which are planted 
throughout the world shall become one. it 


13 quite time we shonid learn to breathe a 





liftie of thet air which is the only air we can 
breathe by and bye—the air of heaven, which 
is ie air of love . 

W. WILBERFORCE, ESQ 


When 1 reat your Report of whet has 
taken piace at Otabeite; that there your 
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missionaries, after a long course of dark 
and barren desolation, had ai length been 
blessed with the full radiance of the Sun of 
_glory, I cannot but congratulate you all on 
having been instrumental in the production 
of such effects, while I join with vou in grate- 
ful acknowledgments to that Being who has 
crowned your labours with this extraordi- 
nary success. I confess frankly, that the ac- 
counts which I read of the wonderful success 
of your missionaries had no small share in 
inducing me to join your party on the present 
day. I ielt also that I had obligations to you 
which I am glad to espress, on account of the 
labours of your missionaries among that pe- 
culiar class of our fellow-creatures, who from 
the circumstance of being the most oppressed, 
the most injured, the most degraded, had, on 
that account, the strongest claim to your 
compassion » and as there is no set of people 
who stood in more need of your benevolent 
attention, so there is no people mere ready 
to receive instruction: the field indeed seems 
almost ripe for the harvest. 

When we consider the effects of your ex- 
ertions in countries of whose wisdom, aud 
tenderness, and humanity some have told us, 
yes, and even their innocence, (I remember 
the very word to be used respecting the Hin- 
doos,) when we know that among these peo- 
ple the most abominable practices prevaiied ; 
that there even the tenderest feelings of na- 
ture were violated—that the evil spirit, the 
god of this world, had, as it were, achieved a 
victory over the tenderest instincts of our na- 
ture, that there he brought parents to destroy 
their children, and children their parents— 
blessed be God, I say, for the success of your 
efforts in such countries. The borrid practice 
ef the destruction of infanis by their parents 
has prevailed so long and so extensively, that 
it has been called by Mr. Gibbon, the incor- 
rigible vice of all antiquity. It was a classical 
vice, Sir, but we are classics of a higher 
erder. 

In India itself there begins to he an improve- 
ment. The bones already begin to exhibit 
signs of life and motion: we new hear ot it 
with the hearing of the ear, and we doubt not 
but there also God wil! bless us with an 
abundant harvest. Sure I am, that our pro- 
gress has already been greater than we could 
possibly expeet; and we must be struck with 
the manner in which it appears to be pro- 
ceeding: for whereas the objectiouthere uni- 
versally was that there was extreme danger in 
our venturing so puch as to touch the religion 
of the natives of India—it seenis, as if to give 
the lie to all such falsehoods as these, it 
pleased Almighty God to make them the in- 
struments of their own conversion: and they 
ave actually coming forward themselves and 
requesting instruction by means of the nn- 
merous schools which are established. It is 
delightfal, Sir, and Lam sure it is an exercise 
to which we are prompted by every sense of 
duty, to mark the workings of Providence, 
and observe how faith and prayer are answer- 
ed by different means according to different 
circumstances in which men are placed, And, 
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Sir, if all other objections against our bei 
torward, and eager to communicate to those 
who are sitting in darkness, this marvellous 
and wonderful light are found insufiicient, 
how much less should that bigotted attach- 
ment to sects and parties prevent our uniting 
together for that common purpose. I feela 
satisfaction in, asit were, publicly trampling 
upon it. Sir, I will not conceal here, | should 
be ashamed if I could do it, that l-am, on 
principle, a conseientions Member of the 
Church of England. 1 believe it is a benefit 
to this country that it should subsist, and to 
our dissentingefriends as well as ourselves— 
but, Sir, shall T then be retarded in attermpt- 
ing to promulgate the knowledge of sur com- 
mon Saviour by any idea that J will not unite 
with a Dissenter? ‘here is something so 
shocking, so monstrous, something that indi- 
cates such an acqoaintedness with the real 
principles of true Christianity, that I am 
ashamed such a feeling should have place in 
any heart. Sir, I confess tor my part, that 
however these distinctions and little inclo- 
sures may he necessary tor us while we are 
at home, that I feel a sort of sacred pleasure ina 
rising to an elevation where | am above them 
all. Jam sure I get nearer to heaven, when 
I rise in this way above those petty dis- 
tinctions, and rejoice to believe that the time 
will come when they will be no longer, but 
when God will be all in all; and our blessed 
Saviour himself be honoured and praised 
without any of those little distinetions of de- 
nomination which we know in this lower 
world. But I am detaining you: (hear, hear) 
I only say that I most gladly second the mo- 
tion that has been just made, &c. 

Sir, they well know that they never can be 
employed in a manner more gratetul to God, 
or more useful to their fellow creatures. And 
1 do congratulate you, in having the honour of 
presiding at such a Meeting as the present: 
and | know of no joy in this world thet can 
exceed what you must feel on witnessing the 
success of the exertions of your Society I 
is a joy, inferior indeed in degree, but not 
different in nature, to that you wiil feel when 
joy itself shall be changed into glory: whew 
Christians shall meet from all parts of the 
world in one common convention to praise 
their Mediator and Kedeemer. 

REV. MR. BROADFOOT. 

After referring to the eloquent speech just 
delivered, Mr. B. spoke to the following et- 
fect :—I shall only detain youa single moment 
or two; and one of the reasons why I do so at 
all is, that I may have an opportanity of giv- 
ing my bumble vote in favour of this grest 
cause in Whieh we are embarked. After what 
you have heard there can be little need ter 
me to add any thing to increase a sense, on 
the minds of this assembly, of the importance 
ef the cause of missions, which are designed 
through the grace of God and the blood of bis 
own Son, to rescue the spirits of men formed 
for eternity from passing into the regions of 
eternal darkness. 

It is no flight of words, no play of figure— 
we know, that while we are assembled, while 
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we deliberate, the awful pit is shutting on 
thousands. ‘The question is not, Shall we 
come forward? but let us hasten to occupy 
this field of labour. ‘There are many things 
ty encourage us. The world must be con- 
verted. The Father promised to his Son the 
heathen for his inheritance, &c. We all know 
iat, except by a Society of this kind, the con- 
version of the world cannot take place. Lam 
ready to do justice to the cause ol Bible As- 
sociations: but it is well known by this as- 
sembly, that it is not the circulation of Bibles 
that will alone convert the world, nor chiefly 
convert the world. In all ages ¢ it has pleased 
God by the foolishness of preaching, to save 
them that believe.’ The motion in my hand 
relates in part to Female Associations, On 
this subject I hardly need to say a single word, 
Weare sensible of the great advantage the 
cause has already derived from Female Asso- 
ciations; and | know that the knock of cha- 
rity was never made at the heart of British 
Female piety in vain. 

We know, Sir, that the time is coming 
when the knowledge of Christ shail cover the 
earth as the waters coverthe sea The period 
perhaps of this remarkable dayis notyet come; 
but when I look at the great combination of 
Christian talent and zeal in the cause of Chiris- 
tianity manifested in Bible Associations: in 
Associations in favour of the cause of Chris- 
tian education, and the efforts made by this 
great and interesting Society—ii the dawn of 
that morning has not broken in upon us, I 
think we are in the last hour that precedes it, 
and we already descry that star which will in- 
troduce the day in all its interest and in all its 
glory. 

RER. MATTHEW WILKS. 

It is one evidence of wisdom in men, when 
their work is finished to lay down their tools. 
I think this is strictly applicable to the present 
meeting. You have had enough to enlighten 
your minds, if they needed illumination, 
which | am persuaded they did not: you have 
had. enough to sublimate your feelings, if they 
needed sublimation, which I think they did 
not: you have bad enough to raise your pas- 
sions of love and gvatitude to God to the 
highest ascent; and for me to attempt, by a 
long address, any thing more, would be to 
pat an extinguisher on the light, and throw a 
flood of water on the fire. Lam a man of 
God ; thanks to him for it. You are men of 
God; thanks to him for it. Asa manot God, 
Tknow him; and knowing bim, | can trust 
him. He has promised his bleszing to them 
that seek him ; and, asa man of God, t believe 
it. And I asmuch believe that God is blessing 
you, and will bless you, as I believe that there 
isa God. And now Lam going out ot life, 
what do [see, Sir? Is there not enough here 
to light the flame just as the torch is extin- 
cuishing ? Now, my beloved, Ll cannot only 
trust God, but I trust you, for you are men of 
Giod; and theugh we are now moving retro- 
vradedly as to ihe balance of expenditare, ! 
have no more donbt that you wili fetch it up, 
than that you are men of God. Yon have 
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only to say, It shall be, and it shall be. Go 
home. Set all your good matrons to work, 
aud set all your pretty little children to work. 
Remember, Sirs, you are the great wheel in 
the machine: it you do but move in it with all 
your beart, regularly, you will put a thousand 
other wheels in motion ; and the whole nation 
shall be one grand machine. 

Mr. Wilks concluded by seconding the Re- 
solution. 

REV. GEORGE CLAYTON. 


Mr. Chairman. I rise with great pleasure 
to propose a Resolution to this Meeting, 
which Tam sure will be sustained by the 
unanimous suffrage of all present. In an- 
nouncing the sentiment it contains, however, 
I must beg permission to turn my eye from 
the Chair: tor as the Chair has a special in- 
terest in the object of this Resolution, 1 con- 
sider that | have more immediately to do with 
the assembly before me, I have to propose :— 

Resolved,—‘ That the cordial thanks of this 
Meeting be given to the Treasurer, Secretary, 
and the Directors of this Society ; and to all, 
whe, by their personal services, have promoted 
the welfare oi the Institution.’ 

fam sure you will agree with me that the 
business of this day weuld be utterly incom- 
plete were not this Resolution to pass. I am 
sure it will pass. Iam quite certain, Ladies 
and Gentlemen, that were I so far to forget 
myself on this occasion, as to attempt to build 
an altar to adulation, and scatter the incense 
of flattery around those respected individuals 
whose names you have just heard, | should 
meet with general disapprobation from yeu, 
and that disapprobation would be more «mr 
phatically expressed by those to whom the Ke~ 
solution refers: the anxious contest of those 
respected individuals is not for the perishing 
wreath of human commendation, but a crown 
of glory that tadeth not away. Their record 
is in your hearts—their record is in the hearts 
of many who through their instrumentality 
have received the purest truths of Divine Re- 
velation ; yes, I trust their ¢ record ison bigh :” 
is engraven on that heart which was once 
piereed for the sins uf men, and from which, 
ina purifying and life-giving stream, nations 
of every climate and every colour are evene 
tually to receive the benelits of salvation. 

When we look at the privileges that Britain 
enjoys, we are sure that it cannot be tor its 
own sake ouly ; ‘no man lighteth a candle 
and putteth it under a bushel: it we bave 
been enriched by spiritual privileges, it is that 
we might commimicete them tothe perishing, 
the indigent, and the dying arcund us. More- 
over, there is a debt of pity on which our Ja- 
bours proceed, ‘That mind must be a stranger 
to the sott and soothing principles ef compas- 
sion, Which can contemplate the state of the 
heathen snmoved: who are every hour pass- 
ing into eteriity with darkness, guilt, and an- 
euish, rankling on their consciences; or at 
best fake a leap in the dark, not knowing 
whether they shail ascend to the Paradise ot 
Heaven, or plunge into darkness, cespeir, and 
torment. Who, that realizes their condition, 
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Goes not icel that there is a debt of pity to be 
bestowed upon the heathen! It occurred to me 
the other day to be thrown into the society of 
a respected clergyman, whe had passed a few 
months at Benares ; he stated that during his 
continuance at that place, two per month. of 
those poor deluded creatures suffered death by 
burial or burning; so that in the course of 
twelve months, according to this calculation, 
twenty-four widows would be annually con- 
sumed! And. moreover, he stated to me tliat 
he saw with his eyes the ceremony of burying 
a widow alive; in which her own son, a youth 
about nineteen, was the principal agent! The 
erave was filled up by small parcels of earth, 
and when the last shovel was deposited on 
the head of his mother, aud sue was complete- 
ly lost to view, the son himself uttered the 
most horrid and piercing yells, as if he had 
periormed the most meritorious act 
gentleman also stated, that, during his stay, 
no Tess than six were drowned, because they 
were the subjects of infectious disease; and 
that no less than a hundred persons drowned 
themselves, allured by the hope of a more fa- 
vourable transmigration; imagining their 
souls would pass into better bodies. One poor 
wretch, under the influence of a vow, walked 
himself to death: he passed the window of 
my friend daily, who witnessed with compas- 
sion his increasing languor, and total decay of 
health and spirits, till at last he saw him a 
corpse not far from hisown door. Now who, 
that contemplates scenes of horror like 

these can but feel his spirit stirred within 
him ? 

Let me add with regard to this work, that 
it is not only one of plain and obvious 
duty, but it is also peculiarly seasonable : the 
times call for it. Inthe early ages of Chris- 
Nianity it was the duty of the Church to suffer, 
for it was the age of persecution laa sub- 
sequent age of the Church, | consider that.po- 
leanical controversy became the indispensable 
duty of all the friends of the Redeemer : it was 
the duty of the times to contend by folios ¢ for 
the faith once delivered to the sainis.’ But, 
as the age of persecution has fled, aud the age 
of theelogieal contention in some measure 
passed over us, this seems to be the age of 
zealous effort. It is Impossible to clance at 
the cordial union sabsisting among the people 
ot God at the present day, without feeling that 
nnion is streneth, and taking enconragement 
from this to believe that the eloricus day is 
about to dawn, when ¢ there sheali be one told 
under one Shepberd.’ So much has been 
said on that suljeet ia a strata of exalted elo- 
enence by that able and admired senator, whe 
has just je(t this room, and whose virtaes and 
graces are ebove all praise, that it is quite 
unnecessary for me to make any addition: 
but I beg leave to remind you oi one circkm- 
stance, and that is the state of the miuds of. 
the heathen themselves, with revard to the 
expectation of a universal religion which is to 
be estabiished on the eartu. 
Brahmins amone nave contessed 

‘that theve is a central expectancy throughout 
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their whole empire, that there is about to be 
established in the world a universal religion - 
and it is one of their prophecies that a certain 
conqueror, seated on a white horse, is about 
to go forth among the nations, from conquer 

ing to conquer. Now it does seem to me, 
that as the Delphin oracles, and other oracles, 
were compelled, contrary to their own in- 
terests, to give a testimony im favour of the 
Sen of God at the period of his Incarnation : 
so now, Satan himself, in spite of bis own in- 
terest, is obliged to give some sort of scattered 
intimations of the universal reign of the Son 
of God: itreminds us of that response— Art 
thou come to torment us? we know thee who 
thou art, the Holy One of God.’ A sagacious 
Brahmin said, ‘1 suspect that our religion will 
not be the universal religion, for this reason ; 
we make no converts, whereas the Christian 
religion is continually obtaining proselytes!” 
What encouragement is this to-go forward in 
the work to which we are pledged and in 
which we are embarked. We must have 
heen deeply affected, I am sure, in hearing the 
Report, at the many instances of mortality it 
contains. ‘There is something in death so 
nearly connected with judgment and eternity, 
that it speaks to our responsibility, while it 
speaks to our hearts : itseems to say, ‘Occupy 
till lcome.’ Let us devoutly pray, that God 
may hasten that glorious hour, when the se- 
venth angel shall be heard sounding in the 
vault of heaven: ¢ The kingdoms of this world 
have become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of his Christ, and he shall reign for ever and 
ever. 





BAPTIST MISSION IN INDIA. 
CHIETAGONG. 


The following interesting particulars are ex- 
tracted from Mr. Ward’s account of his late 
journey from Serampore to this place. 


Feb. 17, near Kalee Ghat. 

This morniie before breakfast wené 
up to the temple of the great goddess, 
and found seven bramhuns in the co- 
vered area befere the temple, reciting 
different Sungskritu. books, on ti 
Chundee, and another the Shree Bha- 
guvuly. As the doors of the temple 
were not vet opened, | begana conve! - 
sation with an old wan who piofessed 
to be here as a devotee of the gaddess 
| pressed him to examine the ground 
ol bis expectation from the @xidess, 
reminding him that he would not pur- 
chase the slightest artie!e of food cr 
cinihing williouta thorough inspection | 
and that fall his hopes of future sa. 
vation should end in disappointment 
that disappomtiment would be most 
grievous. He declared that he had ne 
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fears; that there existed the most con- 
vineing groofs of the power of the god- 
dess. 4 told him that tyhad just seen, 
close to the temple, a poor woman la 

menting the loss of her mother in the 


Joudest cries, so as to fill the whole 


street with her complaints, and that 
therefore it was plai that, netwith- 
standing:the thousands of offerings pre- 
seated to this goddess for health and 
rosperity, she did not save even those 
who lived close to her temple. A by- 
stander said, that ail these things were 
regulated by fate. “© if then,” Lrepli- 
ed, “a person cannot die before his 
time, norlive beyoud it, all these de- 
votions are fruitiess.”? ‘The old man 


yemarked, that at any rate the blesstng 
of Kalee wouid be efficacious in a fu- 


turestate, I shook my head, andthen 
changed the discourse, turning to a 
young man, who seemed eager to en- 
ter the jists; but when I saw that he 
could not lay hold of the argument, ! 
put an end to the conversa:ion by tell- 
ing him that he afforded but a discou- 
raging proof of the power of the god- 
dess, who was famed for imparung 
wisdom to thesimple. The brambhun 
who continued reading the Chundee 
smiled at his brother thus silenced, 
and in the midst of this, we were en- 
treated to attend and pay our respects 


to the goddess, as the doors were new 


opened. After a litle delay, that! 
might discover. no eagerness in going 
io look at this mighty enchaniress, 
we went upto the front of the temple, 
before the doors of which wer: paced 
a large heap of flowers to adorn the 
image. This black stone appears to 
be about three feet long and one foot 
wide ; the upper part, or the head, 
so painted.as to represent the human 
countenance, with large oysler eyes, 
and a golden tongue, banging oureven 


to the chin, to represent the feeling of 


surprise : no hands, or arms, or legs. 
We were pressed to ascend the steps, 
and take a nearer view of the goddess, 
er present our offering, but, recollect- 
ing what would be required, we turned 
about just as the bramiun was request- 


ing us to pall off our shoes, Sull, un- 


der the hope that we would make a 
present, the bramhun began to hint 
that the taking off the shees would be 
dispensed with, but he gave up fur- 
ther entreaty when J assured him, that 
I would sooner submit to have both 
my lands chopped off: yea, rather 
part with Ife itself} than peviorm an 
uct so ireasouable acaiusi the true 
God. ; 

During ovr journey this morning, J 
passed through scenes which filled me 
with a horror winch time can never 
erase. It would seem that Providence, 
asa maik of displeasure bad turned 
ali those places into Go'yothas where 
the Hiudoos ave mostdeluded and Goi! 
most dishonoured, dna tie whale way 
trom Kalee-Ghat lor two or three da} *s 
we did not sail a hundred yards with 
Out seeinp a dead body, or rhe remains 
of one. In one piace, 1 saw more | 
think than one bundred bedsteads on 
which the sick and dying tad been car 
ied to this Cemetery, and Uiree er four 
funeral piles were then preparing. A 
number of bodies iu diferent places 
were half eaten by vultures, which 
birds were to be seen hovering on one 
or other side-of.the canal im almost 
every spot for miles, Other bodies 
were seen floating down the stream, 
others were seen sunk by wéighis ti 
the water, and the sick in various pla- 
ces were waliing amidst the funecal 
piles Wil their turn should come. Ne- 
ver, never, can the hurtd Lopressron 
be removed,—and ihe stench for two 
or three miles was almost intolerable. 
‘The mortality has probably been in- 
creased by the prevaleuce of tive chole- 
ra morbus; bat I could net help at- 
taching much of it to the temple, 
wiich is constantly visited by crowds 
of emaciated pilgrims. 

During our stay at Kalee-Gung, a 
bramhun, sick of the above disease, 
was breught to the caual, and placed 
in the water up to the middle, while 
his friends called on the gods and urg- 
ed the dying man to fo'low their ex- 
mnple. I siood near while this was 
going forward, and watched their mo- 
tiens with much interest. Several 
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young men of a very respectab'e ap- 
pearance were engaged in these last 
offices. A fema'e or two were pic- 
sen', who seemed somewhat afivcted, 
but I did notsee either in them, or in the 
young men, or even in the son of the old 
man who also was present, avy real 
sorrow. ‘The wom. n apparent'y most 
sorrowful, really smiled while she sat 
over the dead body half immersed in 
the canal. All the young men, four 
or five, appeared eager to euler ou the 
funeral ceremonies. ‘They sent to the 
village for wood, for a new garment, 


for red Jead, and for a morsel of 


go'd. When it was observed, that 
there was no gold in the house, a 
person was directed to break a knob 
from the nose ring of some female 
member of the family. Four ru- 
pees were given to meet the present 
expenses. One of the young men 
complained that he bad not time to 
perform his daily ablutions, and, that, 
as he had touched the body and could 
not be purified till the whole was over, 
it was then too late. Another of' the 
young men said, “ Pshaw, there are 
twelve months in the year; never 
mind one omission.” ‘The whole ex- 
hibited the appearance of hurry and 
bustle in passing through the ceremo- 
nies, without the least honourable feel 
ing in any of the parties: a decent 
mau among the spectators observed to 
me, that in this way we are all passing 
away. Respecting the man just ex- 
pired, one or two said, it was a happy 
death, for he died quite sensible ; he 
had the benefit of the Ganges, and re- 
peated the names of the gods with his 
Jast breath. Another observed, that 
the day and the lunar signs were in- 
auspicious, but that it was of uo con- 
sequence, as the old man had enjoy- 
ed the benefit of dying in the Ganges, 
Veneration for whatever is connected 
with Greece or Rome, has made some 
persons think favourably of this mode 
of interment; but the universal want 
of feeling on these occasions, is a strong 
presumption that the process of burn- 
ing a botly, like that of cutting off limbs, 
or slaying catile, deadens the senst- 


bility of the parties ; and extinguishes 
those feelings which’ a more sensible 
mode of interment might excite. The 
persons assisting on these occasious are 
the male cinldren or other near rela- 
lions; the eldest son sets fire to the 
pile; after which ali engage in supply- 
ing tuel, keeping up the vigour of the 
flame, or adjusting the parts of the 
body as they lie on the pile, ana en- 
suring the speedy destruction of every 
part. It might be thougint, that these 
persons so early related to tne deceass 
ed—these child:en dandled on the fa- 
ther’s knees, or fed from the mother’s 
breasts, would, in thus silently watch- 
ing, for nearly two hours, the destruc- 
tion of a frame once so dear to them, 
exhibit the strongest emotions of grief ; 
but the very conirary is the case, and 
in no family ceremony, that of mar- 
riage excepted, is there more the ap- 
pearance of thorough apathy than in 
this: no signs of grief whatever; the 
lime in general is spent in conversa- 
tions on the most Common topics, and 
the only concern is to complete the bu- 
siness as rapidly as possible, and in a 
manner which shall be strictly con- 
formable to the customs of the coun- 
try. Could the lowest order of Euro- 
peans ever be brought to break the 
limbs of a father or a mother before 
interment; and so soon afte: death, 
to throw the body into the river, per- 
haps to be devoured by dogs,—or to 
throw the unburnt bones into the river? 
—What a contrast does a Christian 


funeral present to this—the closing of 


the coffin—the departure of the corpse, 
aud the last farewell at the grave ! 
Ah! Christian parents, you can best 
describe what is felt at these moments, 
and how calculated ali these awful 
ceremonies are to awaken the tender- 
est sensibilities of the heart. The Ro- 
mans preserved the ashes of their pa- 
rents in urns, but a Hindoo washes 
them all into the river adjoining the 
funeral pile, and would consider his 
house polluted by the presence even 
of his father’s ashes. 
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AMERICAN MISSION IN INDIA. 
From the Panoplist. 


JOURNAL OF THE REV. MR. POOR, AT 
TILLIPALLY. 


May 12, 1818. Received letters 
from our brethren at Bombay, inform- 
ing us of their decison, that both of 
the brethren, Nichols and Graves, 
who have recently arvived from Amer- 
ica, should be stationed at that place. 
It appears to us, that our situation, as 
it was known to the brethren there, 
furnished us with irresistable claims to 
oue of them. Though the reasons 
for their decision are not setisfactory 
(o us, it appears that they acted agree- 

abiy to their convictions of duty. 

15. Sent by way of Calcutta te 
Dr. Worcester, extracts from my jour- 
nal froin Jan. 12th to May 9th, accom- 
panied with the annual accounts of the 
expeuses at this station. 

206. Received from the Rev. Chris- 
tian David a copy of the services in 
Tamul, which were performed in our 
church at the time it was dedicated. 
This copy was taken in short hand by 
some persons belonging to his schoo). 
This present is particularly accepta- 
ble, as it furnishes me gratifying evi- 
dence, that my sermon on that “occa- 
sion was intelligible to the people. 

Monday, June 1. Having been 
obliged repeatedly to dismiss the 
school at Mallagum, once for the want 
of a proper instructor, and again for 
the want of a suitable building for the 
school, | am about to make an attempt 
to gel a permanent establishinent at 
that place. Having obtained permis- 
sion from the Cellector, aad prepar- 
ed materials for the purpose, I this day 
began to build a schoulhouse upon the 
church land, hoping that we shall ere 
long obtain permission to repair the 
stone house and church at that place, 
which are fast going to decay. When 
the heathen are about to commence 
any important work, they are careful 
to wait long, and inquire diligently, to 
find out a lucky day. [ trust I shall 


not be chargeable with the like super- 
stition, in saying that J am much 


strengthened, and encouraged, when I 
am engaged in many important mis- 
sionary works on the first Monday in 
the month, when multitudes of the dis- 
ciples of Chvist agree together, to ask 
the Father iv bis name spiritual bles- 
slugs fer the heathen, and for the suc- 
cess of missionaries. 


4. Opened a school at Milette, a. 


parish two miles east of Tillipally. 

8%. Addressed a letter to the prin- 
cipal Secretary in behalf of the breth- 
ren, requesting permission of His Ex- 
ce lienc cy the Governor, to take from 
the custom house, free of duty, two 
boxes of books, and three boxes of 
English types. 

lt. Visited the schoo! at Milette for 
the first tase. Found 33 boys present, 5 
of whom were abie to read va the olla. 
Mosi of the others are learning the ‘ba 
mul alphabet. The ive: a mai un of the 
parish, and several ethers, parents of 
ihe schowi-boys, were me esent, to 
whom | explai: sed a, object of my 
coming to the couniry, aad prayed 
with them, ‘Their curiosi:y was con- 
siderably excited, bec; ause | svoke 
with themin Tamul. Though I spoke 
with a stammeriug tongue, more at- 
tention anpears to have » been excited 
to what was said, than when | speak 
by an interpre eter. 

{ jeara that maay parents have 
strong fears, lest their children should 
be made Christians; consequently 
they are unwilling that they should 
learu ihe catechisin, or attend churen 
en the Sabbath. 

Sabbaih, June 14. Nineteen boys 
attended church from Milette. 

16. This morning received a fet- 
ter from Dr. Worcester, directed to 
the four brethren, dated Dee. 8, 1817. 
Expecting that part which informs us 
that we must expect no more missioi- 
aries at present, the letter is truly ani- 
mating and encouraging to us. We, 
at Tillipally, have peculiar emotions 
of gratitude and afiection towards our 
sisters, the members of the Taberna- 
cle Thanksgiving Society, for the 
novel and effectual manner, in which 
they are strengthening our hands and 
encouraging our hearts in the mission- 
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ary work. In regard to the naime, in- 
tended to be given to the youth thus 
supported by the Society, we have an- 
uipated their wishes. More than a 
thousand times has the name of * Wor 
cesier” in our yard, together with its 
associations, rennnded us of what we 
left on the otber side of the waters. 

Is. This morning atiended a 
funeral in the neighborlivod. The 
deceased was a man oi some respec- 
ability. Between one and two hun- 
dred persons were present on We oc- 
casion. When I reached the place 
the people were makiug a great noise. 
Five o1 six were beating iheir tum 
toms, or native drums; some were 
ro.iag in the dust; others were smi 
ting on their breasts and erying out; 
mapy, in groups of eight or ten per- 
sons, were failing upon each other’s 
bodies, aud wringing each other’s 
hands, as if they were in great an- 
guish. But I could discern little evi- 
dence of real feeling in any of them. 
Ou the contrary, much affectation of 
grief was manifested. As I stood 
near the bier, the people came round 
me, and the noise ceased. I then be- 
gan to speak to them on the subject of 
death. But they soon brought the 
corpse fiom the house, and the cries 
and lamentations were renewed. ‘The 
corpse was immediately carvied to the 
Sea-shore to be burnt. About 30 per- 
sons tarried at the house, to whom I 
hau « good opportunity of preaching 
Chiist aua the resurrection. 

20. Opened a Tamul school at 
Mailagum, in a house built upou the 
church premises. 

_ 21. A memorable day to me, be- 
ing the anniversary of my ordination. 

25. Visited the school at Milette, 
which at present consists of 50 boys. 
As the people had notice of sny com 
ing, Many parents of the boys, and 
others, came together, to whom, by 
the. assistance of my interpreter, 1 
gave a short account of the nature and 
object of the Christian religion. The 
novelty of the subject appeared much 
to gain their attention. I think it was 
enurely new to many ofthem. Know: 
sng that some were unwilling their chil- 


dren should learn the Cliuistian rel}. 
ston, | urged that as a reason for 
which they should come to the schoo} 
frequently, and also attend our preach. 
ing on the Sabbath; that they might 
distinctly understaud what we wished 
to teach their children; and that then, 
if they were dissatisfied, they could 
take theny from the schooi. The 
school-master is a young mab, who 
was employed by the Rev. Mr. Valu, 
as Tamul teacher, and has served os 
at this place in the same capacity, 
ever since we came to Tillipally. He 
lings acquired considerable knowledge 
of the Christiau religion, and has a 
rational conviction of its uth and ex- 
cellence. He is able, therefore, in 
some degree, to explain it, and to au- 
swer the objections of many who come 
to the school to converse with him on 
tlie subject. _As severai boys in school 
wished to learn English, and I have 
no English iastructor for that place, | 
have adopted the practice of sending 
my first class of boys at Tillipally, in 
rotation, week by week, to instruct, 
every morning, those who are study- 
ing English at Milette. 

26. Opened ancther school in Tilli- 
pally, about a mile and a halt dis- 
taut, near the famous heathen temple 
in this place. 

29. Visiied the school at Panditer- 
ipo. Having examined the progress 
of the boys in their studies, | preacii- 
ed in Tamul to those who were pres- 
ent on the occasion. ‘This is the first 
time I have had a formal service of 
preaching in that place. Besides the 
difficulty arising from preaching with 
an imperfect knowledge of the lan- 
guage, I experienced another of no 
small inmagnitude, preceeding from the 
almost entire ignorance of the people 
on these subjecis which I endeavor to 
bring befure them. Never was | 
more deeply impressed with the belief 
of the insufficiency ot all human 
means, without divine aid, to bring 
men to repentance and faith in Christ, 
than I have been since I began to 
preach to this people in their own lan- 
guage. I should faint, and be discour- 
aged, did { not know, that the treasure 
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of the Gospel is committed to “ earth. 
en vessels, that the excellency of the 
ower may be of God and not of us.” 
This evening received a letter from 
John Dewasagayan of Tranquebar, to 
whom I wrote a letter of inquiry 
respecting Supyen. tie informs me, 
that he saw Sepven on bis a:rival in 
nat country from Jaffna. He then 
wold John, that he was going to Com- 
baconam, a place near ‘Taujore, to 
visit his relations; and that he should 
return ina few weeks, ana spend some 
time at Tranquebar with John, but 
ihat he had heard nothing from Supy- 
ensince. Probably, be is yet with his 
heathen relations; but whether by 
testraint or choice, it does not appear. 
July 1. Our weekly prayer. meet- 
ings On Wednesday evenings have 
become more interesting of late, in 
consequence of my having requested 
all the school-masters connected with 
this station to attend, that they may 
give tome and to each other some ac- 
count of their schools, and receive in- 
structions and directions from me. 
2. Visited the Manigar, or prin- 
cipal head man of Milette. Ile lives 
in a part of the parish which I had not 
before visited. About 3O_ persons 
came together, with whom I had 
much conversation on the subject of 
our religion. As is Often the case, 
they made many inquiries concerniog 
the souship of Christ, as it affects the 
unity of God. It js very important 
that the Missionary should have clear 
aud definite ideas on this subject, that 
he may readily state to what extent 
the subject is revealed in the Word of 
God, and what parts of it are beyond 
our understanding. But io heathens, 
as well as to mere nominal Christians, 
the cross of Christ will be a stone of 
stumbling, and a rock of offence, un- 
less they approach it with bumility 


and repentance, with a conviction of 


their need of an atoning sacrifice, and 
an almighty deliverez. 

6. ‘This evening at the monthly 
concert [ related to those persent the 
substance of the information recently 
yeceived from America. We make 
use of narrations, showing the exer- 
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tions of females in our native country, 
to rouse the attention of jemales here, 
and to show them that they are not 
destined to live and die in ignorance ; 
but that it is their privilege to attend 
to the most important Concerns. 

I have this day finished two school 
houses which I have been building on 
the church land at Matlagum. One 
is for a school which was coimmenced 
a few weeks ago, and the other is fur 
Franciscus Maleappa to live in. We 
regard Maleappa, agreeably io his 
own aud his father’s wishes, as one 
permanently connected with our mis- 
sion, and cousider ourselves obliged to 
give him a competent support, so ioug 
as his conduct is worthy of his siation. 
At present, he receives 3U rix doilars 
a month. As he dresses in ihe Luro- 
pean style, his expenses are much 
greaier than they would have been, if 
he hdd retained the native dress. 
‘That the Commitice may have a cor- 
rect idea of every brauch of our niis- 
sion, li Is necessary to give sore fur- 
ther account of Maleappa. fle isa 
native of Malabar, about 20 years of 
age, the son of a naiive preacher, sup- 
ported by government at Negombo, . 
He was one or two years in the gow 
erument school at Jafinapatam, under 
the care of the Rev. ©. David. He 
attended the school taught by us, du- 
ring the six months we were at Co- 
lumbo. Since brother Waren and I 
came to ‘lillipally, he has served us as 
an interpreter, aud pursued his studies 
with reference to becoming a Cate- 
chist. He is a person of gsod com- 
mon sense, sustains a fair moral char- 
acter, and has hitherto conducted 
himself much to our satisfaction. He 
has a facility in speaking to the peo- 
ple on those topics, both in the Chiris- 
tian and heathen religion, which are 
most inportant to be insisted on; and 
he appears to take a delight in so do- 
ing. In regard to his piety, I have 
some hope that he has felt the power 
of divine truth on his heart; but have 
not that decisive evidence which is 
very desirable. 

%. Last Sabbath a boy, whom we 
had in our berding schoo! two or three 
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anonths, on trial, made his escape 
from us. We had concluded to take 
the boy, and sent for his mother, a 
widow who lives in another parish, to 
sign the agreement. But she, fearing 
we had some bad design against her, 
wished to defer the matter a few days, 
saying, that she would come again. 
But the next time the boy received a 
«lean cloth, he left us. 

10. Visited the school at Milette, 
and preached in Tamul. Excepting 
the boys in the school, but ten or 
twelve persons were present, 

Sabbath, 12. Preached at Mal- 
lagum on the occasion of re-opening 
the school at that piace, and of Mal- 
eappa’s going there to reside. 

15. Senta duplicate of my journal 
io Dr. Worcester, by way of Bombay. 

24. For ten or twelve days past 
we have had some unseasonable rains, 
which have rendered our situation 
very uncomfortable. Asthe ollas up- 
on the roof of our house have been 
much eaten by the white ants, we bave 
been unable to secure our furniture 
from the rain, or to find a dry place 
even for our bed. We have removed 
to a mud-wall dbungalo, and begun to 
unroof the house, intending, as soon 
as possible, lo put on a new roof, 

30. Received two letters directed 
to brother Warren. Learn that his 
Excellency the Governor has permit- 
ted the boxes of books and types to 
be taken from the custom house, free 
of duty. The rams continue at in- 
tervals. Though we are much more 
comfortable in the bungalo, than we 
were in the house, we here sufler con- 
siderable inconvenience, both from 
wind ‘and rain. 

Aug. 3. Observed the monthly 
prayer meeting. A few ef the hea- 
then attended as usual, 

8S, Fine weather for building. 
These are days of much anxiety and 
perplexity. While our goods are ne- 
vessari!v much exposed, we are sur- 
rounded with people who are watching 
to avail themselves of every opportu- 
nity to pilfer from us. Our care is in- 
creased by the sickness of our child, 
and our ignorance of the means which 


, [ Aug, 


should be used for her restoration. 
But that which is most trying ia our 
present situation is, that 1 am under 
the necessity of entirely neglecting the 
schools, and of suspending other im. 
portant missionary duties. We do, 
however, rejoice in prospect of having 
ere long a comfortable dwelling, and 
of beiwg in favorable circumstances 
for attending to our work. 

6. This is the day of the annual 
festival at the great heathen temple 
in this place. Many thousands of 
people have passed our house from 
different parts of the district of Jafina. 
it is said they come in greater num- 
bers Usis season, than for several years 
past. Since the roof of the temple 
was burnt, very extensive repairs and 
additions have been made. One rea- 
son assigned for this is, that we are re- 
building this Christian church. ‘This 
day all our workmen have left me, 
though we greatly need their services. 
The heathens appear to magnify 
themselves agaiust us, and to consider 
us as pothing in comparison of the 
multitudes who have assembled 
honor of their gods. 

Monday, 17. On Saturday removed 
into a part of our heuse which ts cov- 
ered. Yesterday I was confined to 
iy room by ill health. ‘The day was 
worthy of notice, as being the first in 
which fT have been taken off from my 
labors by sickness, since [ have been 
in the country. My mind dwelt with 
peculiar interests. on the wretched state 
of this people, and of the importance 
of making kvown to all within my 
reach the object of my mission, while 


my life is spared. 


20. We have reason for rejoicing, 
that now we have a comfortable roof 
over our heads, and have no longer 
occasion to watch with anxiety the 
appearances of rain, nor to guard out 
goods from thieves. 

21. Not only common, but 
mercies attend us. This day anew 


song of praise was put into our mouth 
on account of the birth of a son. 


28. Went to Jaffnapatam to at 
tend a meeting of the Sub-Committee 
of the Columbo Bible and Tract Soci- 


special 





eat 
tin 

pre 
cor 
Du 
tha 
Bi} 
10a 
why 
sch 
ien 
lere 
the 
lain 
the 
der 
the 
add 
tain 
‘pri 


the: 


wee 


they 








‘Aug, 


a0n, 
1 Our 
ner 
g the 
r im. 
: do, 
AVing 
, and 
inces 


nual 
ple 
is of 
from 
fina. 
Um: 
ears 
mple 
and 
rea- 
e re- 
Phis 
me, 
LES. 
nify 
ider 
the 
| in 


ved 
COV- 
1 to 
was 
t in 

my 
eed 
vith 
tate 
nce 








1319.] 


ety. All ovr brethren became mem- 
bers of this Society soon after our ar- 
rival at Jatina. We pay 24 rix dollars 
each, (equal to $6 a year.) Within 
a few weeks I have established two 
new schools; one at Oodoville, and 
the other at Santillipoy. ‘Three 
schools cunnected with this station are 
so near, thal the boys may convenient- 
ly attend meeting on the Sabbath. 
But since the novelty of their coming 
has worn away, scarcely half the boys 
attend the service at the church. As 
they are required to do nothing on the 
Sabbath but to repeat what they have 
committed to memory on religious 
subjects, and to hear the sermon, 
many parents consider the time lost, 
which their children spend here on 
that day. Such would be very un- 
willing that their children should learn 
the principles of the Christian reli- 
gion, did they not reckon this as a tax 
for the instruction which their child- 
ren receive in Tamul and English. 





From the Concord Observer. 


REVIVAL OF RELIGION, 
GOFFSTOWN, N. H. 


About the middle of March last, a 
candidate was employed, who has con- 
tinued to preach among us to the 
present time, whose labours have been 
constant, indefatigable and successtul. 
During the month of April, more 
than twenty appeared under serious 
impressions ; principally on the main 
oad through the town, the most of 
whom have attended the catechetical 
‘chool the preceding years, ‘The at- 
iention increased and extended to dif- 
erent parts of the town; so that in 
(he month of May, about twenty ob- 
‘ained a hope that they had received 
‘he Saviour; and the number still un- 
ler concern, was not diminished. On 
the twentieth of June last, six were 
added to the Church, who had enter- 
lained a hope previous to the last 
pring; of this description, we expect 
there are eight or ten more. Last 
week, thirty young converts offered 
‘hemselves for the fellowship of the 


Revival of Religion.— Deaf and Dumb. 
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church, who were examined, and gav© 
a pleasing evidence that they ha 
been “ bornagain.” We fondly hope, 
there are now 12 or 15 more, who are 
the subjects of regenerating grace, that 
will soon come forward and own 
Christ before men. From the present 
prospect then, we indulge the tlatter- 
ing hope, that more than #fly will 
soon be added to the church of Christ 
in this place, and at the same time, 
we rejoice to say, the attention is not 
on thedecline. itis proper to remark, 
that the awakening has been atiend- 
ed with nothing boisterous or irregu- 
lar; but a small stili voice has pro- 
duced upon the minds oi those con- 
cerned, a solemn sense o: guilt aud 
danger, ull ‘hey have been brought to 
renounce all hope, but in the sovereign 
mercy of Ged. All those who have 
related their experience, appear firm- 
ly to believe in the essential doctrines 
of grace, and receive them with full 
approbation. Our meetings on the 
Sabbath, together with the lectures 
and conferences in the week, to the 
number of three and four, have been 
faithfully attended, and the auditory 
has been uniformly serious and so- 
lemn. The opposition to the work , 
has been inconssderable. 





INSTITUTLON OF THE DEAF AND DUMB. 


An interesting occurrence took 
place on Wednesday at the Institu- 
tion:—A young lad named George 
Drew Hawkins, from Albany, receiv- 
ed a letter from his father ; he recog- 
nized the hand writing of his parent, 
and proceeded to open, and read the 
letter. His countenance was the ii- 
dication of pleasure and intelligence ; 
he read a few lines and burst into 
tears; the letter coutained the mourn- 
ful intelligence of the death of his 
sister, The effect was seen by the 
scholars, and the cause explained ; 
when a genera! sympathy was observ- 
able in the countenances of ai]. Many 
shed tears for the loss of little Llaw- 
kins, whose sorrows were so acute and 
afflicting. One charming girl took 
him by the hand and admonishing him 
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ato be calm, for that his sister was gone 
to heaven. Vhe manner of making 
this communication to the distressed 
iad was intelligible and umpressive, and 
seemed to assuage the gricf of the lit- 
tle mourner for the moment. Such 
was the eflect of the association and 
instruction in this occurrence. It 
serves to show the sensibilities, affec- 
tion and reason of others of the family 
of man.—wN. ¥. Colum. 





EXTRACT FROM THE REPORT OF THE RE- 
LIGIOUS TRACT SOCIE'TY OF CHARLES- 
TON, 5. C, 

The Managers of the “ Religious 
Tract Society of South Carolina,” in 
presenting their Report of the opera- 
ons of this Institution during the 
fourth year of ifs existence, desire to 
congratulate their fellow members on 
the good which is believed to have 
been done, and on the prospects of fue 
ture benefit to be realized trom a cone 
tinuation of zealous efforts in this good 
cause. Since the last anniversary there 
have been disiributed gratuitously, by 
the city missionary among the poor 
of the city and among the seamen, and 
by the teachers of the Sabbath schools 
as rewards to their pupils, 1300 tracts. 
Tiere have been deltvered to sub- 
scribers for their individual distribu- 
tion, 2,600; and a considerable num. 
ber have beeu presented to the Ma- 
rine Bible Society, for distribution by 
them, among the beneficiarics in their 
more immediate department. ‘here 
have been sold to Tract Societies in 
various parts of this State, and of North 
Carolina, 10,273, ‘the board are hap- 
py in being able to announce the in- 
creasing co operation they meet with 
from the various. societies in the inte- 
rior of Northand South Carolina, par- 
ticularly the societies at Forkshoals, 
Providence, Kings tree, Indian Towa, 
Buncomb, &c. Vhey have the satisfac 
tion to learn, that these little vehicles 
of truth are becoming more and more 
in demand, and like silent missiona- 
yies find their way Into many parts 
of the country, and into many fami- 
lies, where the voice of a living minis- 
ter is seldom or never heard; while 
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they at the same time, meet a ready 
and -welcome reception among many 
persons whe are more favoured wit), 
the ordimary means of instruction: 
they co-operate with those means jy 
fixing and deepening salutary inpres. 
sions on the heart. On the waters of 
the great deep, as wellasin the boson 
of the wilderness, there is reason to he. 
lieve, that by the circulation of ow 
tracts, the way of salvation has bee, 
pointed out to the spititually ignoran: 
and destitute; since a considerable 
number of tracts written on subjects, 
aud in astyle adapted to sea-laring 
men, have been presented both by the 
Marine Bible Society, and by the City 
Missionary, (who has preached to 
them on the Sabbath) to this useful, 
but destitute class of our fellow citi- 
zens. 

From eyes which have been gene- 
rally unaccustomed to shed a tear ona 
religious account, and which have 
been generally believed incapable ai 
weeping through spiritual tenderness, 
have the trickling drops been observed 
to flow through the impressions made 
by the reading of a striking and well 
written tract. An instance of this kind 
came ander the personal observation 
of the missionary alluded to above. tie 
bad put into the bands of a foreign sew 
man, the tract entitled “ ‘Phe Swearer’s 
Prayer,” and watching his motions, lie 
not long after discovered him in a re- 
tired spot, reading this tract with fixed 
attention, and occasionally, with the 
Sleeve of his coat, wiping away ou¢ 
tear after another from his eyes. 





From the Christian Guardian, and Church 


England Magazine. 
BLOGRAPHY. 


Some account of the Life, Study, ant 
Conversion, (together with the pro- 
gress of Religion among his peop!e,/ 
of the late Kev. Mr. Berridge, Vicar 
of Everton, Bedfordshire: in a Letior 
from that Gentleman to a Friend. 


Rey. AND DEAR sirn,—My desire and 
intention in this letter isto inform you 
what the Lord has lately done for mY 
soul: in order to this, it may be nec 
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ful to give you a little previous in- 
formation of my manner of life from 
my youth up to the present time. 

‘When I was about the age of four- 
teen, God was pleased to show me 
that I was a sinner, and that I must 
be born again before Ecould enter into 
his kingdqm Accordingly 1 betook 
myself to reading, praying, and watch. 
ing; and was enabled hereby to make 
some. progress in sanctification. In 
this manner I went on, though not al- 

ways with the same diligence, till about 
haifa year ago. | thought myself in 
the right way to heaven, though as 
yet | was wholly out of the way ; and 
imagined I was travelling towards 
Sion, though f had never yet set my 
face thitherwards. Indeed God wou!d 
have shown me that I was wrong, by 
not owning my ministry; but I paid 
no regard to this for a long time, im- 
puting my want of success to the 
naughty hearts of my hearers, and not 
to my own naughty doctrine. 

You may ask, pérhaps, what was 
my doctrine? Why, dear Sir, it was 
the doctrine that every man will na- 
turally hold whilst he continues in an 
unregenerate state; viz. that we are 
to be justified partly by our faith, and 
partly by our works This doctrine 
! preached for six years at a Curacy, 
which I served from College: and 
though I took some extraordinary, 
pains, and pressed sanctification upon 
them very earnestly, yet they continu- 
ed as unsanctified as before, and not 
one soul was brought to Christ. There 
was indeed a little more of the form 
of religion in the parish, but not a 
whit more of the power. At JengthI 
removed to Everton, where I have 
lived altogether. Here again [ pressed 
sanctification and regeneration as vi- 
vorously as I could; but finding no 
SUCCESS, after two years preaching in 
this manner, | began to be discou- 
aged ; and now some secret misgivings 
arose in my mind, that | was uot right 
wyseli. (This happened about Christ- 
mas fast.) Those misgivings grew 
stronger, and at ‘last very painful. 
Being then under great doubts, I cried 
unto the Lord very earnestly. The 
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constant language of my heart was 
this,—* Lord, if Iam rght, keep me 
so; if [am not right, make me so. 
Lead me to the knowledge of the truth, 
as it is in Jesus.” 

After about ten days crying unto 
the Lord, he was pleased to return an 
auswer to my prayers, and in the fol 
lowing wonderful manner. AsI was 
sitting in my house one morning. and 
musing vpon a text of Scripture, the 
following words were darted into my 
mind with wonderful power, and seem- 
ed indeed like a veice from heaven, 
viz. * Cease from thy own works.” Be- 
fore [heard these words, my mind was 
in a very unusual calin; bat as soon 
as 1 heard them, my soul was in a tem. 
pest directly, and the tears. flowed 
from my eyes like a torrent. The 
scales fell from my eyes immediately, 
aud | now clearly saw the rock I had 
been splitting on for nearly thirty 
years. 

Do you ask what this rock was? Ie 
was some secret reliance on my own 
works for salvation. I had hoped to 
be saved, partly in my vwn name, and 
parily in Christ’s name; though Lam 
told “ there is salvation in no other 
naine except in the name of Jesus 
Christ.” (Acts, iv. 12.) I had hoped 
to be saved partiy through my own 
works, and party through Christ’s 
mercies; tiough Lam told “ we are 
saved by grace through faith, and not 
of works.” (Eph. ii. 7, 8.) I had 
hoped to make myself acceptable to 
God partly through my own good 
works, though we are told, “ that we 
are accepted through the Beloved.” 
(Eph. i. 6.) IT had hoped to make 
my peace wuh Goi, partly through my 
own obedience to his iaws, though Tam 
io d, “ that peace is only to be had by 
faith.” (Rom. v. 1.) f had hoped to 
make myacits chi d of God by sane- 
tification, though we are told, “ that 
we are made c nildren al ae by faith 
in Christ Jesus.’ ’ (Gab. i 1. 26.) J hed 
thought that sanc’ ga ie was te 
way to justification, Lut now bam ss 
sured that sanctification follows atver 
jasufication ; or, in other words, ih t 
we must first be justified by faith be 
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fore we can have any true sanctifica 
tion by the Spirit. When we are jus- 
tified it is done freely, i. e. geaciously, 
without any the least merits of ours, 
and solely by the grace of God through 
Jesus Christ, Rom. tii. 24—23. 

All that is previously needful to jas. 
tification is this, that we are convinced 
by the Spirit of God of our own utter 
sinfulness, Isa. lxiv.6—convinced that 
we are childien of wrath by nature, 
on account of our birth in sin, Gal. iii. 
10; and under these convictions come 
to the Lord Jesus Christ, renouncing 
all righteousness of our own, and re- 
lying “solely on Him who is appointed 
1o be the Lord our righteousness, Jer. 
xxiii. 6. Again, Christ says, * Come 
vito me all ve that labour and are 
heavy laden (with the burden of sin), 
and I will give you rest;” i.e. I will 
take the burden away, I will release 
you from the guilt of sin. Where you 
may observe, that the only thing re- 
quired of us when we come to Christ, 
is to come burdened, and sensible that 
none can remove this burden but 
Christ. Again, Christ did not come 
to call the righteous but sinners to re- 
pentance. See a!so Luke, iv. 18. Hear 
how he cries out in Isaiah, lv. 1, “ Ho, 
every one that thirsteth, come ye to 
the waters, and drink : come buy wine 
and milk (i. e. the blessings of the 
Gospe!) without money and without 
price.” Where we are ordered to 
bring no money, i. e. no merits of our 
own: we must not think to makea 
purchase of these blessings by any de- 
serts of ours. They are offered freely, 
i. e. graciously, and must be received 
freely. Nothing more is required 
from us but to thirst afier them. Why 
was the Pharisee rejected? (Luke, 
xviti. 10. &c.) Because he came plead- 
ing in his own works before God. He 
was devout, just, chaste, and absie- 
mious; and thanked God for enabling 
him to be so. Very well; so far all 
was right. But then he had some re- 


lianee on these works, and therefore 
pleads the merits of them before God ; 
which showed that he did not know 
what a sinner he was, and that he 
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could only be saved by grace through 
faith. He opens his mouth betire 
God, and p'eads his own cause : though 
God declares that every mouth shall 
be stopped before him, and the whole 
world brought in guilty before God, 
Rom. iii. 19. And why was the pub. 
ican justified ? Not on account of his 
own good works, but because he was 
sensible of his evil ones; and accord- 
ingly came self accused, self condemn. 
ed and crying out only for mercy. 
And now, dear Sir, hear what is the 
rise and progress of true religion in 
the soul of man. When the Spirit of 
God-has convinced any person tha: he 
is a child of wrath, and ander the 
curse of God (in which state every 
one continues to be till he has receiv- 
ed Jesus Christ into his heart by faith), 
then the heart of such a one becomes 
broken for sin ; then too he feels what 
he never knew before, that be has no 
faith; and accordingly laments his 
evil heart of unbelief. In this state 
men continue some a longer, some a 
less time, till God is pleased to work 
faith in them. Then they are justi- 
fied, and are at peace with God, Rom. 
v. 1; 1. e. have their sins forgiven 
them, for that is the meaning of the 
word peace. See Luke, vii. 48—80. 
When we have received faith from 
God (for it is his gift, Ephes. ii. 8.), 
to justify our persons, then we after- 
wards receive the Spirit to sanctify our 
natures, Ephes. i. 133 Gal. ii. 14. 
And now the work of sanctification 
goes forwards; now his fruit is more 
and more unto holmess; now the love 
of God is shed abroad in our heart by 
the Holy Spirit, Rom. v. 5; now he 
walks in the comfort of the Holy 
Ghost, Acts, ix. 133; now he is filled 
with joy and peace in believing, Rom. 
xv. 133; now he rejoiceth with joy un- 
speakable and full of glory, 1 Pet. i. 8; 
and now he hath the Spirit of God 
bearing witness with his own spirit, 
that he is a child of God, Rom. viii. 
16; I John, v. 10. These are things 
that { was an utter stranger to before, 
notwithstanding all my reading, watch- 
ing, and praying; and these are things 
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that every one must be a stranger to, 
‘ill he is made a child of God by faith 
in Christ Jesus. 

But to proceed: though a believer 
is continually more and more sanct- 
fied in body, soul, and spirit, yet his 
hopes of heaven are not built on hits 
csauctification, but on his faith in 
Christ; he knows that he is ony com- 
plete in Christ, Col. it. 10; and that 
the moment he seeks to be justified by 
his own obedience to God’s laws, that 
moment he falls from Christ, and 
ceases to have an interest in Christ, 
Gal. v.4. Accordingly, though he la- 
bours to abound in all the fruits of 
righteousness, vet, like St. Paul, he 
desires to be found only in Christ, not 
having, i.e. not relying on, his own 
righteousness, but on the righteousness 
of God by faith, Phil, iii. 8, 2. 

And now let me point out to you 
the grand delusion which had like to 
have ruined my soul. I saw very 
early something of the unholiness of 
my nature, and the nécessity of being 
burn again. Accordingly | watched, 
prayed, and fasted too, thinking to pu- 
rily my heart by these means, whereas 
itcan only be purified by faith, Acts, 
xv.9. Watching, praying, and fast- 
ing, are necessary duties; but I, like 
many others, placed some secret re- 
lances on them, thinking they were 
iodo that for me, in part at least, 
which Christ only could. The truth 
is, though | saw inyself to be a sinner, 
anda great sinner, yet I did not see 
myself an utter lost sinner, and there- 
fore 1 could not come to Jesus Christ 
alone to save me; despised the doc- 
wine Of justification by faith alone, 
looking on it as a foolish and a dan- 
serous doctrine; I was not yet stript 
of all my righteousness, could not con- 
sider it all as filthy rags, and therefore 
i went about to establish a righteous- 
Less of my own, and did not submit 
to the righteousness of God by faith, 
Rom. x. 3.—I did not seek after right- 
eousness through faith, but as it were 
by the works of the law. Thus I 
stumbled and fell, Rom. ix. 31, 32. 
In short, to use a homely similitude, 
{ put the justice of God into one scale, 


and as many geod works of my ownas 
i could into the other, and when | 
found, as I always did, my own good 
works not to be a halance to the divine 


justice, | then threw in Christ as a 


inake-weight. And this every one 
really does who hopes for salvation, 
partly by doing what he can for hin- 
self, anu thea relying on Chyist for whe 
rest. 

But, dear Sir, Christ will either be 
a whoie, or noue atal!. And it you 
think you have any gaod service of 
your own to recommend you unto 
God, you are certainly Without any 
interest in Christ; be you ever so 
sober, serious, just, and devout, youare 
still under the curse of God as { Ws, 
and know it not, provided you have 
any allowed relianee on your own 
works, and think they are to do some- 
thing for you, and Cirist to do the 
rest, 

1 now proceed to acquaint you with 
the success t have lately had in my 
ministry. As soon as God had open- 
ed my own eyes, aud showed me the 
true way to salvation, l began imme- 
mediately to preach it. And now k 


dealt with my hearers in a very dif- 


ferent manner from what I used to do. 
J toid them very plainly that they 
were children of wruih, and under the 
curse of God, though they knew it not, 
and that none but Jesus Christ could 
deliver them from that curse. I ask- 
ed them, if they had ever broke the 
law of God ouce, in thought, word, or 
deed? If they had, they were then un- 
der the curse : for it is written, “ Curs- 
ed is every eve that continueth not in 
all the things that are written in the 
book of the law todo them.” And 
again, “ He that keepeth the whole 
law, and yet offendeth in one point, 
is guilty of all.” It indeed we could 
keep the whoie law without ofivnding 
in one point; if we had done, and 
could continue to do, all the things in 
God’s law, then indeed we might lay 


claim to eternal life on the score of 


our own works. But who is suilic.e: t 
for these things? If we break God's 
law, we immediately fall under the 
curse of u, and none can deliver us 
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from this curse but Jesus Christ. There 
is an end for ever after of any justifi- 
cation from our own works. No fo- 
ture good behaviour can make any 


atonement for past miscarriages. If 


I keep a!l God’s laws to day, this ts no 
amends for breaking them yesterday. 
If I behave peaceably to my neigh- 
bour this day, it is no satisfaction for 
having broke his head yesterday. If, 
therefore, l am once under the curse 
of God, for having broken God’s law, 
I can never afier do any thing of my- 
self to deliver me from this curse. I 
may then cry out, O wretched man 
thatlam! who shall deliver me from 
this body of sin? and find none able 
to deliver, but Jesus Christ, Rom. vii. 
23, 24, 25.—So that if [ am oncea 
sinner, nothing but the blood of Jesus 
Christ can cleanse me from sin. Ail 
iny hopes are then in him, and [ must 
tly to him as the only refuge set before 
me. 
(To be concluded. ) 





TRUE BENEVOLENCE, 


As the Huntress Packet, (Captain 
Beecher,) was returning from New- 
York to this city last week, a child of 
Mr. Hoyle,* by some unlucky acci- 
dent, fell overboard. ‘The wind blew 
fresh, and the unhappy parents be- 
held in agony their only son on the 


brink of eternity, without one ray of 


hope that he could be rescued. In 
this distressing moment, while the ves- 
sel was passing rapidly through the 
water, the helimsman, Joseph Stevens, 
sprang from the quarter deck, com- 
mitting himself to the waves, with the 
noble resolution of saving the infant, 
or perishingin the attempt. He seiz- 
ed the child as it was sinking, and 
held him above water to convince the 
wretched parents that he was stil 
alive. The packet by this time had 
left them about half a mile, and was 
with much difficulty rounded to. Cap- 
tain Beecher immediately manned bis 
boat and pushed to their assistance. 
Just as he reached them, poor Joe’s 


“Mr. Hoyle is recently from Nottingham, 
Evugland. 
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strength was exhausted, and he sunk, 

leaving the child to its fate. Captain 
Beecher, with great presence of mind, 
as he seized the child with one hand, 
plunged the other under water up to 
the arm pit, and luckily succeeded jy, 
raising the sailor. Both Joe and the 
child were apparently dead. After 
rolling them in salt, and applying all 
the restoratives which are usually em- 
ployed on such occasions, they both 
revived, and we are happy to State are 
doing well. The rich may boast of 
their charity, and princes of their no- 
bility; but never did any rich man 
perform a more disinterested act of 
benevolence—never did any prince 
achieve a more honourable one, than 
did this poor sailor, in restoriag to the 
arms of its parents their only child, by 
snatching tt from the grasp of death, 
at the risk of his own life.—Connec- 
ticut Heraid. 
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DIVINITY OF CHRIST. 


Two gentlemen were once dispv- 
ting on the divinity of Christ. One 
of them, who argued against it, said, 
“If it were true, it certainly would 
have been expressed in more clear 
and unequivocal terms.” & Well,” 
said the other, “ admitting that you 
believed it, were authorized to teacli 
it, and allowed to use your own fan- 
guage, how would you express the 
doctrine, to make it satisfactory and 
indubitable 7” “I would say,” replied 
the first, “that Jesus Christ is the true 
God.” “You are happy,” rejoined 
the other, “in the choice of your 
words 5 for you have happened to hit 
upon the very words of inspiration. 
St. John, speaking of Christ, says, 
“This is the true God, and eternal 
life.” 





There is nothing men are more deti- 
cient in, than knowing their own char-— 
acters. I know not how this science 
comes to be so much negtected. We 
spend a great deal of time in learning 
useless things, but take no pains 1" 
the study of ourselves, and in open: 
ing the folds and doubles of the heart 














